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On the basis of Proctor's Index and arrangement of books in
the Arch Room, the latter completed by Henry Jenner, systematic
buying went on under the supervision of Alfred Pollard. Before
long Fortescue, then Keeper, persuaded the Trustees to embark
on a full-dress catalogue, illustrated with facsimiles of types, of the
Museum's incunabula, now approaching 10,000 in number, and
very rich in the first presses. Pollard took charge and the first volume
appeared in 1908. Seven have appeared, and Germany and Italy, the
chief bulk, are completed; France is in hand, and the smaller coun-
tries remain. England has in effect been done for the Bibliographical
Society by Gordon Duff, and the Low Countries should not be
difficult, what with the work of the Dutch and Belgians and also
that of Bradshaw and Jenkinson at Cambridge.

Croker first suggested to Panizzi the production of a catalogue
of fifteenth-century books; but it was well that the idea had to wait
till the collection had been built up.

Catalogue of XVth Century Books.    [With facsimiles. By A. W. Pollard,

J. V. Scholderer and others.]    1908- .
Facsimiles from Early Printed Books in the British Museum. Selected pages

. . . exhibited in the Kings Library.    [With descriptions.    By

A. W. Pollard.]    1897?

The Guide to the King's Library Exhibition had before this constituted
a brief sketch of early printing.

14. EARLY ENGLISH BOOKS
Early English books have long, and rightly, been a chief charge
on the Department's funds for antiquarian buying. The year 1640
was chosen in 1875 by Edward Arber as the conclusion of his pub-
lished Transcript of the Registers of the Stationers' Company^ and this
date, so convenient as excluding the pamphleteering of the Civil
War, was quickly adopted by other bibliographers. Accordingly when
the opportunity of the titles being assembled for the printing of the
General Catalogue presented itself, it was taken. The Keeper, George
Bullen, assisted by Gregory Eccles, collected copies of all titles for
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